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Editorial
NEURAL TRANSPLANTATION INTO THE CNS: SELECTED ARTICLES FROM THE FIRST ASNT MEETING
The articles contained in this special issue are based on selected presentations at the First American Society for Neural Transplantation meeting held May 5-7, 1994 in Clearwater Florida. An editorial and abstracts of the meeting have been published elsewhere (1). At the time of this meeting, an official society had not even been formed. However, the concept of a small meeting devoted specifically to neural transplantation was spirited by the emerging sense of many in the field that the Society for Neuroscience meeting had become too didactic and unmanageable and the International Symposia for Neural Transplantation met too .infrequently (every 2-3 yr). A new forum was needed for sharing detailed information and updating progress in this rapidly growing field. There was also a need for a collegial atmosphere for American investigators to meet and discuss research and its relationship with the national science infrastructure. Thus on very short notice, over 100 investigators from around the United States met for a very successful two day meeting. Importantly, a consensus was reached that the intimate atmosphere of this small meeting provided a forum for relaxed informal discussions between investigators; the very mission of the meeting from the beginning. On the final day of the meeting, the American Society for Neural Transplantation (ASNT) was officially formed. The intent of the ASNT is not to be divisive or competitive with the International meeting. Nothing could be further from the truth and many ASNT members continue to work for, support, and attend the International meeting. We wish to take this opportunity to extend an invitation and encourage all our colleagues from around the world to participate in the next ASNT meeting to be held April 27-30, 1994, again in Clearwater, Florida and all future meetings which will be held on an annual basis.
Lastly a few personal notes. One colleague who regrettably could not attend the ASNT meeting was Dr. Edward Hitchcock of Birmingham England who passed away unexpectedly shortly before the meeting. While Ted's science was highly controversial, his gentle good humor and keen spirit for life will be missed by his many friends. Many people were instrumental in the culmination of this special issue. We would like to thank the authors who were unusually prompt in the submission of their manuscripts for peer-review. 
